
 
 

Pittcon Learning Labs FAQ’s 
 

1. How do I sign up to participate?  

CAST teachers simply need to complete the Pittcon Learning Lab form by September 
30, which is available here and also at www.pittcon.org/scienceweek.  

 

2. What are the science topics at Pittcon?  

Pittcon tracks include:  

Bioanalytical & Life Science 
 Biological molecules and their metabolites; Biosensors; Forensic science and 

toxicology; Sample preparation 

Environment & Energy 
 Environmental detection and monitoring; Energy production and storage; Batteries; 

Solar energy; Climate and green chemistry; Agriculture and Food science; Oil and 
gas 

Pharmaceutical & Biologic 
 Properties/activities of pharmaceuticals and biologics; Drug discovery and design; 

Personal care and consumer products; Continuous flow processing; High-throughput 
screening 

Instrumentation & Nanoscience 
 Instrumentation; Sensors and detectors; Characterization and processing of 

nanomaterials; Laboratory information systems; Artificial intelligence and data 
analysis; Art and archeology 

Note:  Pittcon has an additional scientific track:  Cannabis and Psychedelics.  We opted 
to not include this as an option for student projects due to the possible sensitivity of this 
subject matter. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnOdzKj36JPyCC6_TXNEoEvHjTdL4w4GP7BPKEuMixm5Hvuw/viewform?usp=header
http://www.pittcon.org/scienceweek


3. What are the project video requirements/formats?  

The goal is to create a video showing one of the following:  

 how the science of Pittcon plays out in your personal life 
 how your mascot represents the Pittsburgh region scientifically  
 how your experiment matches one of the science tracks at Pittcon  
 how Pittcon can appeal to future generations                             

Be creative! No offensive content. 

Length: 1-3 minutes 
Tech Specs: MP4 format, 720p minimum. Royalty-free music only. 
Submit: Upload to YouTube and share the link in the Pittcon Learning Lab entry form 
on www.pittcon.org/scienceweek  
Video Use: Pittcon may share your video (or portions thereof) on our social media, 
website, and at the conference. 
 
Note:  additional artifacts can also be used to support project work (and be displayed at 
Pittcon), such as a poster display of project work, a model of the proposed mascot, etc.  
However, these are not assessed as part of the award criteria. 
 

4. What support is available to teachers and students?  
 
Our goal is to have a mentor for each classroom/teacher.  The mentors will be the 
Pittcon “experts” and have all the information that they need to support the classroom 
group(s) on the Pittcon Learning Labs project work.  
 We suggest virtual meetings with the mentor twice a month; however, this timing 

is flexible.  Additional or fewer meetings can be scheduled as needed. 
 Flexible, virtual office hours are also available with Pittcon Science Outreach 

chairs (Megan Melucci and Helen Boylan) upon request.  

  

http://www.pittcon.org/scienceweek


5. What are the benefits of participating?  

By participating, students will have the opportunity to apply their learning to the real 
world and support the Pittcon conference through their work.  Additionally, those who 
complete and submit a video will earn Pittcon Learning Lab certificates and may win a 
free trip to Pittcon.   

All videos will be assessed by Pittcon Committee members using the Pittcon Learning 
Lab rubric, and grants and special recognition will to go the top collaborators in multiple 
categories: 

$5,000 grant to up to Four Top Projects (grants to teachers, departments, or schools)  
 Special recognition and free trip to Pittcon to participating students 
 May or may not be in four different project areas 

$500 grant to up to Six Honorable Mention Projects (grants to teachers) 
 Special recognition and free trip to Pittcon to participating students 

Plaque and formal recognition to the Top Participating School (CAST school that 
has the most student participants) 

Plaque and formal recognition to the Viewers’ Choice Award (video that gets the 
most likes and shares through Pittcon’s social media) 

 

  



6. Where do we get data and other information about Pittcon?  

Pittcon has tons of data and information on its website and social media.  Your assigned 
mentor can also help you locate needed data and information.  Some sample data 
available at Pittcon’s website is below. 
 

 
 
  
7. What if I still have questions?  

Feel free to email Pittcon Science Outreach chairs Megan Melucci 
(melucci@pittcon.org) and/or Helen Boylan (boylan@pittcon.org).  

mailto:melucci@pittcon.org
mailto:boylan@pittcon.org

