
Competitive Edge: Stand-Out Exhibit Report Pittcon 2026

29 Standout Exhibit Ideas Selected

by the E3 Exhibiting Effectiveness Evaluation Team 
By: Jefferson Davis and Katharine Chestnut of Competitive Edge, LLC

As a value-added exhibitor service, Pittcon 2026 provided select exhibiting companies 
with the award-winning E3 Exhibiting Effectiveness Evaluation. 

While conducting evaluations, we also looked for exhibits throughout the show displaying imaginative, 
creative, and effective ideas and practices. We want to congratulate exhibitors featured and hope all 

exhibitors look to these ideas as examples of how to make your exhibit even more effective.

Note: The ideas are presented in no particular order and are not ranked good, better, best.
They only represent a sampling of effective exhibiting practices observed at Pittcon 2026.  Enjoy!
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Creative Attention-Grabbing 

Techniques
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● Attractive Imagery & Graphics

● Dramatic Lighting

● A/V & Technology

● Unique Exhibit Property

● Attractive In-Booth Promotions

● Outside-the-Booth Promotions 
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Bruker

Bruker drew strong attention with an AI-powered photo booth that turned visitors into playful 
"Pittcon superheroes”, instantly creating smiles. The fun activation doubled as a slick lead-gen 
tool, letting reps chat naturally while gauging interest. Clever, memorable, and effective—perfect 
for building buzz, creating engagement and follow-up.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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AirClean Systems

AirClean Systems turned their ductless fume hoods into interactive stages, using them to 
showcase hands-on A/V demos instead of bland displays. The setup invited visitors to get up 
close and see how the hoods protect users from toxic vapors and particulates in real time. It was 
a smart, eye-catching twist that made safety equipment feel exciting and relevant.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Coastal Instruments

Coastal Instruments knows that lighting is one of the fastest ways to get noticed. Paired with a 
bold, colorful backdrop, the booth demanded attention from the aisle. Bright, simple, effective.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Agilent

Lighting and compelling imagery are two of the fastest ways to get noticed. Agilent nailed both 
with a striking backlit image of the Earth paired with the headline, “Transforming labs that 
transform the world.” Big, colorful, eye-catching visual + clear message = strong impact.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Instem

Another great example of how using unique colors and lighting are two of the most effective ways 
to elevate a small booth. Instem delivered on both, creating a space that was hard to miss from 
the aisle. Bright, focused, and attention-grabbing.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Effective Visual Communications

8

● Crystal Clear Value Propositions & 

Messaging

● Answering Attendees’ 3 Major 

Questions: What – Why – Who

● Effective Promotion of NEW Offerings

● Thoughtful Brand Integration
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Westingarea

Westingarea made their big island booth feel refreshingly easy to explore by grouping lab 
solutions into clear sections. Every product had simple signage calling out the highlights, plus QR 
codes that sent visitors straight to more info. Smart layout and handy tech made browsing fast 
and frustration-free — a real crowd-pleaser.
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Effective Visual Communications
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KIN-TEK Analytical

KIN-TEK Analytical grabbed attention with a clear focal display and a snappy subheader that 
made people stop and look. Their open corner booth and interactive A/V setup made it super easy 
to dive in and engage. Handy takeaways plus a QR code meant visitors could get details instantly.
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Effective Visual Communications
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SERMA Microtech

SERMA Microtech made their deep expertise in failure analysis and reverse engineering crystal 
clear with straightforward, descriptive messaging. Even though the booth leaned on text, a big QR 
code smartly bridged the gap to instant online info. Clear, confident, and easy to learn more.
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Effective Visual Communications
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XOS

XOS stood out with products on elevated stands that caught your eye from the aisle and pulled 
you in instantly. Clear signage called out key features while handy literature let visitors grab the 
full scoop. High visibility plus easy access to info made their booth a must-see at Pittcon.
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Effective Visual Communications
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S.T. Japan

S.T. Japan made “new” impossible to miss. Their bold, clear signage called out fresh products 
and services, meeting attendee demand for innovation. Quick reads on the what, why, and who 
made value instantly clear, for both new prospects and existing customers.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Shimadzu

Shimadzu used a creative twist to grab scientists’ attention. Animation, doodles, and cartoons 
spoke directly to real-world challenges and needs. Playful, relevant, hypnotic, and highly effective.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Shimadzu

Shimadzu understands that attendees come to see what’s new. They highlighted new solutions 
throughout the booth and reinforced them with bold 3D cutout signs in their signature red. Smart, 
visible, and on brand.
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Effective Visual Communications
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TEEXMA

Attendees need to grasp key features and benefits at a glance. This example delivers a quick-read 
format enhanced with smart color blocking for added impact. Clear, fast, and visually effective.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Expert Intelligence

This small booth excels in multiple ways, but the visual communication stands out. A well-placed 
headline quickly explains what they do and creates intrigue, while on-message graphics carry the 
story. Color-blocked data points tie it all together into a fast, clear visual read.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Engaging & Informative

Presentations / Demonstrations
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● Visual Support of Key Messages

● One to Many Theater Presentations

● Use of Interactive A/V

● Cool Stations & Kiosks

● Gamification

● Unique Ways of Providing Takeaway 

Information for Visitors 
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Hamamatsu

Hamamatsu nailed it with tablet signage that doubled as quick product blurbs and eye-catching 
video demos. The setup made it easy to get the basics fast, then dive into their photonics tech in 
action. Smart, space-saving, and genuinely engaging — a standout approach at Pittcon.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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LabVantage

LabVantage built their booth around learning. A central theater, supported by a large schedule 
display, made sessions easy to find and attend. Perimeter kiosks delivered fast education, and the 
four-word value proposition—“empowering faster, smarter decisions”—landed clean and clear.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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SPECTRO

SPECTRO staged its solutions on accessible countertops that invited hands-on exploration. Clear, 
well-placed graphics delivered key product information in a quick, visual format. Easy to 
approach, easy to understand.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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FINEPCR

Demo staging can make or break engagement. FINEPCR put every unit on the perimeter, running 
live, using motion to draw eyes, There were quick-read signs that spelled out applications and key 
benefits. Easy to see, easy to understand, and hard to pass by.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations



Competitive Edge: Stand-Out Exhibit Report Pittcon 2026

Apera Instruments

Product staging makes all the difference, and Apera Instruments got it right. Instead of placing 
instruments flat on a table, they used elegant horizontal displays that drew the eye and invited 
interaction. Clean, intentional, and highly effective -- without overshadowing the actual products.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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LECO

Analytical chemists come to Pittcon to find tools that make their work easier. LECO created a 
series of open, inviting demo stations with well-staged products and no barriers to access. Easy 
to approach, easy to engage.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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Effective Staffing Practices
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● Easy to Identify Staff Apparel or 

Identification

● Cool & Creative Staff Apparel

● Impressive Staff Behaviors
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Fritsch

Fritsch’s staffing strategy was highly-effective, leveraging a vibrant pink flamingo theme with eye 

catching shirts and shoes that made staff visible and approachable. Incorporating distinct brand 

colors into the apparel reinforced brand identity while keeping the look playful and cohesive. The 

result was effortless staff visibility and noticeably stronger attendee engagement on the busy show 

floor.

Effective Staffing Practices
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LabMODO

LabMODO’s team turned heads with playful, shirts that poked fun at “old school” quality control. 
The bold apparel made staff instant brand ambassadors, sparking conversations and curiosity 
about their modern systems. It was a clever, approachable way to signal that LabMODO offers a 
smarter, fresher QC solution.

Effective Staffing Practices
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Biotage

Staff apparel can do more than identify a company—it can drive attention and connection. 
Biotage’s team wore bright orange lab coats that stood out and resonated with scientists.
Highly visible, professionally relevant, and highly effective.

Effective Staffing Practices
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Smart Exhibit Access 

& Attendee Navigation
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● Effective Crowd Management

● Effective and Efficient Wayfinding

● Creative Navigation Methods
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The Lee Company

The Lee Company made a complex product line easy to navigate. Precision fluid control 

components were organized in a clean display case, each paired with a card clearly defining its 

purpose. Technical, but highly accessible.

Smart Exhibit Access & Attendee Navigation
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United Chemical Technologies

In all our years on show floors, this is the first time we’ve seen a 10x20 in-line booth opened from 

both aisle sides. The layout created access, visibility, and flow most exhibitors never achieve in 

that footprint. Smart use of space, and a real differentiator.

Smart Exhibit Access & Attendee Navigation
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In-Line Success:

Small Booths that Rock!
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Trajan

Trajan turned a small booth into a full-on experience. A lab-themed escape room challenged 

attendees with chemistry-based puzzles while seamlessly integrating their products into the 

solutions. Smart, immersive, and highly memorable.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Cannon

Cannon proved a small booth can still pack a punch. A bright, backlit red-and-white backdrop 

carried cleanly through the lower structure and set a strong visual tone. The large flat panel sealed 

it—grabbing attention and delivering their message clearly.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Metrohm

Another small booth firing on all cylinders. The backlit lab environment and blue color palette 

pulled you in, while “Discover the Metrohm difference” and five color-blocked solution zones made 

the offer instantly clear. Well-staged products, clear wayfinding, and bright “new” callouts tied it all 

together.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Biotage

Biotage delivered a small booth firing on all cylinders. A bright backlit display answered the who 

and what instantly, while curved metal cases staged products with style and clarity. Two live 

demos and orange lab coats added energy without crowding the space.



Thank You for Exhibiting at Pittcon 2026!

Mark your calendar now for the upcoming Pittcon 2027

April 24-28, 2027 in Pittsburgh, PA

And be sure to bring your creativity and excellent execution

so we can feature your exhibit in this report next year!
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