
 

 

Pittcon Oral Presentation 

Tips & Tricks for Authors 

Congratulations on being selected as an oral presenter at Pittcon! To help you deliver a strong, 
engaging, and professional presentation, here are some proven tips and best practices. 

Please arrive at the start of the whole session to accommodate for any last second withdrawals or no 
shows.  

All program rooms will be equipped with an HD 5K projector, a microphone, and a computer.  If you will 
be using PowerPoint (4:3 dimension) or any other PC-based format, you must bring your presentation 
on a USB thumb/stick/jump drive.  
 
Please check-in with your session Presider at least 15 minutes before the start of the session or at 
recess, depending when your presentation is scheduled. 

 

1. Know Your Audience 

Pittcon audiences are diverse scientists, engineers, industry professionals, students, and decision-
makers. 

 Avoid excessive jargon or define technical terms clearly 
 Emphasize why your work matters in real-world applications 
 Highlight innovation, impact, and practical outcomes 

 



2. Build a Clear Story 

Your talk should flow like a story, not a data dump. 

 Start with the problem or need 
 Explain your approach and methods simply 
 Share key results not every result 
 End with what it means and what’s next 

Think: Problem → Solution → Results → Impact 

 

3. Design Smart Slides 

Slides should support you not compete with you. 

 Use minimal text (no paragraphs) 
 One main idea per slide 
 Use visuals: graphs, diagrams, photos over text 
 Large fonts (at least 24pt) 
 High contrast colors for readability 

 

4. Practice for Time 

Running over time affects everyone’s schedule. 

 Know your exact time limit 
 Aim to finish 2-3 minutes early 
 Practice out loud, not just in your head 
 Time yourself multiple times 

 

5. Master Your Delivery 

 Speak clearly and at a steady pace 
 Make eye contact across the room 
 Don’t read from your slides 
 Use natural hand gestures 
 Pause after key points 

 



6. Handle Q&A Confidently 

 Repeat or paraphrase the question before answering 
 If you don’t know, say so it’s okay 
 Offer to follow up later if needed 
 Keep answers concise and relevant 

 

7. Prepare for the Room 

 Arrive early to test slides and audio 
 Bring your presentation on a USB drive and email backup 
 Use Pittcon’s recommended file format 
 Dress professionally and comfortably 

 

8. Make It Memorable 

Ask yourself: 
“What do I want people to remember tomorrow?” 
Reinforce that message in: 

 Your opening 
 Your closing 
 Your final slide 

 

Final Tip 

Be yourself. You were selected because your work matters. Share it with confidence, clarity, and 
enthusiasm Pittcon audiences are excited to hear from you. 

 


