
Competitive Edge: Stand-Out Exhibit Report Pittcon 2024

31 Standout Exhibit Ideas Selected

by the E3 Exhibiting Effectiveness Evaluation Team 
By: Jefferson Davis and Jill Ann Down of Competitive Edge 

As a value-added exhibitor service, Pittcon 2024 provided select exhibiting companies 
with the award-winning E3 Exhibiting Effectiveness Evaluation. 

While conducting evaluations, we also looked for exhibits throughout the show displaying imaginative, 
creative, and effective ideas and practices. We want to congratulate exhibitors featured and hope all 

exhibitors look to these ideas as examples of how to make your exhibit even more effective.

Note: The ideas are presented in no particular order and are not ranked good, better, best.
They only represent a sampling of effective exhibiting practices observed at Pittcon 2024.  Enjoy!
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Creative Attention-Grabbing 

Techniques
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● Attractive Imagery & Graphics

● Dramatic Lighting

● A/V & Technology

● Unique Exhibit Property

● Attractive In-Booth Promotions

● Outside-the-Booth Promotions 
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PlriSelect USA

Sometimes, standing out from the crowd in a sea of blue and white exhibits is as simple as 

splashing a bold color palette on your booth. Here’s a great example of how to do that.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Clippard

OK, of the many years of evaluating exhibits and identifying standout exhibits, this is one of the 

most creative attention grabbing techniques I have seen at this show. This savvy exhibitor actually 

used their products to create this labyrinth of clamps and glassware that not only drew attention, 

but used lighting and musical sounds by blowing air across the top of the glass. Super creative, 

super attention grabbing, and honestly -- pretty mind blowing.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Flom

The fastest way to get a small booth noticed is to light it up. Here’s an incredible example of not 

only using backlighting for the imagery, but also using edge lighting for the product displays and 

the counter to make sure that everyone who passes this booth looks at it.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Systec

This excellent booth could be featured in multiple categories. Notice how the creative use of 

flooring not only defines their space, but also draws attention and reinforces the brand identity. 

The flooring materials were chosen to recreate the look of a laboratory.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques



Competitive Edge: Stand-Out Exhibit Report Pittcon 2024

Vista Lab

Another way to make your exhibit stand out is to integrate a theme. This small exhibitor integrated 

a colorful video gaming theme that broke the mold of the many sterile and scientific looking booths 

at the show. It drew visitors attention, and if you look closely, you’ll notice the product display 

cases were visual cues taken from the game of Tetris. Super creative -- super attention grabbing.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Scientific Industries, Inc.

Drawing attention does not need to be an expensive proposition. Sometimes staging your 

products with a little bit of motion, and creatively using colored plexiglass that automatically picks 

up down lighting, can add an additional visual effect that causes more people to notice your booth.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Inorganic Ventures

To highlight their “Custom Solutions” and the “Winning Moves” made by their clients and 

prospects, Inorganic Ventures brilliantly brought a child’s board game to life in their exhibit -- right 

down to the life sized game pieces and unuiquely designed flooring. This was a great way for 

them to simply explain a complex process and show how and where they could step in along the 

way. Super creative and super fun for the both visitors and the staff.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Vici

Here’s another example of a company using a unique and whimsical approach to attract attention. 

Vici’s cartoon-like graphics and oversized props helped convey the simplicity of their solutions, 

and helped attendees see how fun and easy it is to partner with their company.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Metrohm

Many exhibitors use giveaways to attract interest, but few do it as well as Metrohm. In exchange 

for their limited edition water bottle, visitors were requested to scan the QR code. Each party then 

gets something from the exchange -- information is swapped for a giveaway. Savvy and effective.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Zovargo

When  your mission is to “foster encounters …” what better place to do it than at a face-to-face 

LIVE trade show. Zovargo’s scary assortment of live and in person critters was an incredible way 

to stop traffic -- and fulfill their mission. Great job.
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Creative Attention-Grabbing Techniques
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Effective Visual Communications
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● Crystal Clear Value Propositions & 

Messaging

● Answering Attendees’ 3 Major 

Questions: What – Why – Who

● Effective Promotion of NEW Offerings

● Thoughtful Brand Integration
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Attocube

Trade shows are the perfect opportunity to introduce new solutions to the market. Here’s a great 

example of how to use a well-designed exhibit backdrop to let the market know you have a new 

solution and quickly and visually deliver Important product information.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Shimadzu

Top to bottom, Shimadzu excelled in the clarity and impact of their visual communication. Their 

top sign effectively sent the message across the hall to make them easy to find, while at the same 

time adding deeper communication to those already in the exhibit. Their meeting pods and demo 

areas created further interest with well placed messages, and the perfectly positioned AV monitors 

told the in-depth story. Well done.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Elvatech

When an attendee looks at a booth, the two main questions in their mind are: “What do you do?” 

and “Why should I care?” Elvatech did a great job of quickly and visually answering the what, and 

why questions with their well-designed exhibit backdrop.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Parafilm

The human brain has a hard time resisting a question. Integrating an Intriguing question into your 

exhibit graphics, adds power to your communication strategy to quickly deliver your company 

story. If you combine it with colorful graphics and icons, it becomes even faster to process. 

Parafilm did a great job on all of these elements.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Labware

This booth is a clinic on how to use tiered graphics to tell your story. It quickly answers the who we 

are, what we do, and why you should care questions, inviting attendees to enter to learn more 

through their Genius Bar type theater presentation area.
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Effective Visual Communications
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Engaging & Informative

Presentations / Demonstrations
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● Visual Support of Key Messages

● One to Many Theater Presentations

● Use of Interactive A/V

● Cool Stations & Kiosks

● Gamification

● Unique Ways of Providing Takeaway 

Information for Visitors 
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Chemplex

Chemplex did an excellent job of supporting their static product displays with well-designed AV 

displays and interactive stations that quickly delivered key product messaging to attendees.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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Sensirion

How you stage or display your product can make all the difference in the world. This is an 

outstanding example of how to use a small vignette that includes lighting and quick-read 

messaging to educate exhibitors about a featured solution.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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Jeol

Now here’s a creative way to engage visitors. Jeol placed a large Lego wall right in front of their 

AV presentation, engaging visitors and helping them to create a Lego image of Pittcon 2024.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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Clippard

When you want a high impact way to educate visitors about your solutions, using flat panels or 

LED walls that have motion is a sure fire technique. This savvy exhibitor used four sided panels 

along with great product staging to quickly tell visitors about each of their products’ stories.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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LabVantage

As you move prospects and customers through the sales process, there comes a time when you 

need to help your audience envision a partnership with you. The multimedia theater staged by 

LabVantage accomplishes this in a comfortable one-to-many setting.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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GlasCol

The colored water added interest, dimension, and motion to the GlasCol instruments, causing 

attendees to stop and take part in the ongoing demonstrations.
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Engaging & Informative Presentations / Demonstrations
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Effective Staffing Practices
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● Easy to Identify Staff Apparel or 

Identification

● Cool & Creative Staff Apparel

● Impressive Staff Behaviors
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Mystaire

The staff at Mystaire did an outstanding job of greeting and engaging guests in a warm, friendly 

way. They enjoyed connecting with and helping all their visitors find the solutions they needed.
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Effective Staffing Practices
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Brookhorst

Many exhibitors overlook the importance of an enthusiastic and well-prepared staff. The crew 

staffing the Brookhorst exhibit went the extra mile to greet, engage, and qualify their visitors  This 

alone can insure success at your next event, regardless of what your exhibit can or can’t do.

Effective Staffing Practices
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Hamilton

Another overlooked factor in exhibit success is the apparel you give to your team. These high-end 

polos and sweater vests, with coordinated pants and name tags -- not only create walking brand 

ambassadors, but buoys the morale and confidence of the team -- and THAT shines through.

Effective Staffing Practices
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Smart Exhibit Access 

& Attendee Navigation
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● Effective Crowd Management

● Effective and Efficient Wayfinding

● Creative Navigation Methods
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Smart Exhibit Access & Attendee Navigation

Waters

The Waters exhibit was a clinic on quick access effective navigation. As visitors entered, they 

could easily pick from clearly labeled towers placed throughout the exhibit. Each of these helped 

visitors find exactly the solution they were most interested in. A quick & easy path to engagement.
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Smart Exhibit Access & Attendee Navigation

PerkinElmer

The boldly colored headers at the PerkinElmer exhibit helped visitors to quickly know what was 

being shown. Placement of these headers was, indeed, overHEAD. This allowed the signs to be 

seen, and visitors to access each area of the booth -- no matter how crowded the booth was.
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In-Line Success:

Small Booths that Rock!
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

The Lee Company

The high-quality wooden structure really stands out from the crowd. Back lighting quickly 

communicates the company name, and what they do. Then, a well placed flat panel used “Fill in 

the Blanks” to engage peoples brains about what they do. The displays had a jewelry store, high-

quality feel, and integrated their color palette all the way down to the carpet. Very well done.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Navac

Using a quality hard wall, the black/orange/white motif was a strong visual attractor. Great visual 

communication of the breadth of their product lines. A wel-placed video demo educated visitors 

about the products. To top it off, the booth staff wore colorful, well branded apparel to make sure 

everybody noticed this outstanding booth.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Zaber

Here’s another outstanding small booth that is executing at a high-level on all critical exhibiting 

success factors. The backlighting and the bright red and white colors draw your eyes. The 

messaging quickly answers the who, what and why questions. The products are elegantly staged 

and supported with feature/benefit signage, and AV to communicate key product messaging.
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In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Malvern Panalytical

This excellent small exhibitor is doing a lot things very very well. Great lighting, clean design, clear 

messaging in perfect spots, and great use of their corner location with the curved counter and light 

wood-grain flooring. This is proof that good things can come in small packages. Well done.



Competitive Edge: Stand-Out Exhibit Report Pittcon 2024
38

In-Line Success: Small Booths that Rock!

Sci Aps

All the details have been planned and incorporated into the Sci Aps booth theme. And it’s that 

coordination and visual preparation that makes this small booth POP. Sci Aps did a great job of 

considering how to make deep impressions on a small budget.



Thank You for Exhibiting at Pittcon 2024!

Mark your calendar now for the upcoming Pittcon 2025

March 1-5, 2025, Boston, MA

And be sure to bring your creativity and excellent execution

so we can feature your exhibit in this report next year!
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