
Pittcon Pitch Pit Competition Guidelines 
 

Overview 
The “Pittcon Pitch Pit” competition is a Shark Tank–style event designed to showcase 

innovative scientific ideas with clear research, commercial, or translational potential. 

Participants will submit a 1-page white paper describing their idea, and selected finalists 

will present a 10-minute live pitch followed by 5 minutes of Q&A from a panel of judges at 

the annual Pittcon conference in San Antonio, TX. 

Submission Requirements: 1-Page White Paper 
Submissions must be no longer than one page and include: Title & Team Information; 

Background & Problem Statement; Proposed Solution; Methodology / Technical Approach; 

Impact & Applications; Funding Needs & Use of Funds; Stage of Development & Next Steps. 

Live Pitch Format 
10-minute presentation followed by 5 minutes of Q&A with judges. 

Judging Criteria 
Innovation & Originality (25%), Scientific/Technical Merit (25%), Impact & Relevance 

(20%), Clarity & Communication (15%), Feasibility & Execution Plan (15%). 

Example Topic 
Next-Generation Breathalyzer for Rapid, Non-Invasive Blood Alcohol Content Analysis. 

 

 

Connect. Cultivate. Collaborate. 

 

Promoting Science Education in Pittsburgh and across the Country. 
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